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MESSENGER
NOTES FROM THE BOARD
BY PENNY BRINK

Spring is here! The daffodils and wild violets are blooming, rabbits are back in
the yard, the birds are very busy, and my ancient dog has a little spring in her
step. It’s an important season for Springboard Landings.
First, it’s the season of the Big Payback! We love participating in this
community-wide fundraiser that takes place every May. This year the dates
are May 4-5, and you will find plenty of information in this newsletter on how
you can participate!
Second, as we continue to assess properties that will support the Springboard Landings vision, the reality
that we are truly on the cusp of seeing this endeavor to the next level is palpable. Spring is prime time for
land to go on sale, and we are diligently and with great hope looking at property opportunities as they arise.
Finally, spring is an important season for us because it represents new beginnings and creation. We have
welcomed three new members to our Board of Directors: Caitlin Chin, William Radney, and Leigh
Schoenberg-Siegenthaler, and we are excited to have their fresh perspectives, ideas and energy on the
Board!
We are very grateful for so much positive energy from supporters like you and recognize the many ways we
are blessed to have this opportunity to create a place that will help a vulnerable population feel safe. Our
hearts go out to the people of Ukraine who are seeking a safe place for their children and loved ones. As
Passover and the Resurrection of Christ are celebrated around the world, we pray for peace and security for
all.

May 4th, 6:00 pm - May 5th, 6:00pm

What is The Big Payback you ask?
It is a twenty-four hour giving-palooza for nonprofits in the
Middle Tennessee area organized by the Community Foundation
of Middle Tennessee.

Why should I participate?
You want to give back to the organizations that give to you
directly and indirectly. You want to live in a community where
people, animals, and the environment are looked after and
respected.
SPRINGBOARDLANDINGS.ORG
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Okay, you sold me. I’ll donate during The Big Payback, but why should I
give in Springboard Landings' name?
Excellent question! Springboard Landings will enrich your community by offering a home and second
family to the overlooked. You wouldn't know anything was different with an adult with mild
developmental disabilities until you talked to them. Then you might awkwardly cut the conversation
short or overcompensate and be accidentally patronizing. They notice! They are invisible to society.
It's easier not to engage, but Springboard Landings wants to engage. We want to pull up a chair at the
table for these adults. Heck, we want to build the table. They deserve a place to be themselves and not
feel society's stigma. So, will you donate to Springboard Landings during The Big Payback so we can
build a Home with Heart?
@springboardlandings

Follow The Big Payback Progress on our Socials

facebook.com/SpringboardLandings

HOME AT LAST
“It’s a big theme for us... Stewardship. Taking care of each other, the environment, and the
animals. We think that’s what the Lord has called us to do.”
Peter and Mary Carolyn Last take the
calling to stewardship seriously. They both
credit family as foundational in cultivating
their philanthropic habits. Peter’s parents
taught him to tithe to the church each
week with his allowance, which became
standard practice in adulthood. Mary
Carolyn saw family members greatly
benefit from nonprofits and wants to give
back. The combination of these
experiences made them both intentional
givers."
This compassionate, caring couple lives on
a farm in Alabama where they have an
animal sanctuary. Home at Last Farm
Sanctuary (the name is a play on their
surname, Last) rescued sixty-eight animals
last year. Their long-term plan is to host
educational farm tours of the sanctuary.
The Lasts consider themselves stewards of
the land and animals and have an inherent
respect for them.
SPRINGBOARDLANDINGS.ORG

Peter and Mary Carolyn Last

When asked why they chose to give to
Springboard Landings, Peter said they looked
for an organization that will be good
stewards of their money. They looked for an
organization to use their money to care for
and respect a population in need, just as they
do at Home At Last.
We, at Springboard Landings, are blessed
and very grateful to the Lasts for choosing us
as one of the beneficiaries of their
kindhearted stewardship.
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ONE PARENTS' JOURNEY
BY ELIZABETH WOODLIFF

Bonnie and Shep describe parenting as a
constant growth and regression cycle three steps forward then one step back.
Many parents of young children might
say the same thing, but Bonnie and
Sheps’ son, Bruce, is in his fifties. Bonnie
Fekel and Shephard Bentley are the coparents of Bruce Bentley, who was born
with a learning disability then suffered
traumatic brain energy from a car crash
at the age of twenty. The collision
seriously affected his visual and shortterm memory. Bruce spent a year in the
hospital then several more in extensive
rehabilitation.
When you have a child with disabilities,
parenting does not stop once the child
reaches 18 or 22. Bonnie and Shep
continue to look out for Bruce in their
early eighties. Since the car crash, Bruce
has earned a Bachelor’s Degree in
Accounting, held down several jobs, got
married, bought a condo, and tragically
lost his wife to heart disease. His life
sounds comparable to any successful
man in his fifties, yet Bruce’s
accomplishments took far more tenacity
and support to achieve. Bruce earned his
accounting degree by taking one course
a semester over thirty years. In his career,
he had a hostile boss who did not believe
he had a disability. He has been conned
out of money and gotten lost blocks from
his house. Through it all, Bonnie and
Shep do what all good parents do - love
and protect their son.

SPRINGBOARDLANDINGS.ORG

Bonnie Fekle and Shep Bentley

Their attentiveness and patience have
not waned as they help with grocery
shopping, finances, and paperwork.
These small acts accumulate to provide.
Bruce with stability and companionship.
The best parenting happens in the
mundane.
Shep asks many questions about
Springboard Landings throughout our
interview. He wants to know if we have
thought about this problem or
considered that hurdle. He wants to
make sure we are as thorough and
consistent as he has been. Springboard
Landings understands these
apprehensions on a deep and personal
level. Our founders are parents of an
adult with mild disabilities. They know
the love and attentiveness it takes to
look out for Bruce because, like Shep
and Bonnie, they have been doing it for
decades.

(615) 719-9060

info@springboardlandings.org

Title FirstName LastName
Address 1
City, State ZipCode

Providing adults who need a limited amount of support an option for independent living
in a secure, community-centered environment.
Springboard Landings is a member of the Center for Nonprofit Management and The
Community Foundation of Middle Tennessee.
elizabeth@springboardlandings.org

